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Goals

 Introduce FH Reconstruction Teaching Resources

 Introduce Key Ideas and Framing for Teaching 
Reconstruction

 Introduce New Visions Teaching Documents

 Model Some Teaching Strategies 



FH Reconstruction Teaching Resource

FH Teaching Reconstruction Resource

 Free on FH website

 Free PDF of 

Curriculum Unit

 Lesson Ideas

 Videos

https://www.facinghistory.org/reconstruction-era


:

Journal Prompt

Why is the Reconstruction Era an important 

history to teach?



FH Pedagogical Model

 Individual and Society:

 What does it mean to be a free person?

 We & They:

 Why do we divide ourselves into  “us” and 
“them”? What defines who belongs and 
who does not? 

 Case Study (History or Literature):

 What can we learn from the decisions 
made by individuals and groups during 
Reconstruction?

 Judgment, Memory & Legacy:

 What debates and dilemmas from 
Reconstruction remain unresolved?

 Choosing to Participate:

 How we can learn from our past to make 
better choices as a nation today?



:

Writing Prompts for Assessment 

1. Historian Eric Foner call Reconstruction 
“America’s Unfinished Revolution.” What do you 

think he means by that?

2. What debates and dilemmas from Reconstruction 
remain unresolved?

3. What was the promise of Emancipation? To What 
extent was it fulfilled by Reconstruction?



:

https://curriculum.newvisions.org/social-
studies/course/us-history/reconstruction/

https://curriculum.newvisions.org/social-studies/course/us-history/reconstruction/


:

Healing and Justice After the Civil War

How does a nation pursue both healing and 
justice in the aftermath of slavery and civil 

war?



:

SIT

What do you find surprising?

What do you find interesting or intriguing?

What do you find troubling?



:

Document Analysis

1. Read excerpt from President Lincoln’s 2nd

Inaugural Address.

2. Answer the questions in the NV handout



:

Anticipation Guide

Complete Anticipation Guide on your own.



:

Four Corners

Agree 

Strongly Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree



:

Four Corners: Prompt #1

Those who win a war have the right to impose 
any punishment they may wish on those who 

lost.



:

Four Corners: Prompt #6

Giving freed people citizenship voting rights, 
and the ability to hold elected office, would 
not be worth it if such steps make it difficult 
for healing to occur between the North and 

South. 



:

The 14th Amendment and Defining 

Citizenship

How did legislation define citizenship for 
newly freed men and women during 

Reconstruction?

What is the importance and legacy of the 14th

amendment?



:

Video Resources

 6 Videos for Classroom Use

 Video Lessons

https://www.facinghistory.org/reconstruction-era/video-series


:

Journal Prompt

Jot down two key ideas or information 

about Reconstruction under President 
Johnson and Radical Republicans



:

Historical Context 

Study the pictograph for historical context 
concerning President Johnson, Radical 

Republicans and their ideas about 
Reconstruction. 



:

Civil Rights Act of 1866

1. Underline key phrases or sentences in the 
text

2. Choose one phrase or sentence you think is 
most significant



:

Wrap Around

We will go around the room and everyone will 
read aloud the phrase or sentence they chose 

as most significant. 

Please share without explaining or providing 
context – simply read aloud the phrase or 

sentence. 



:

Understanding the 14th Amendment

1. Read on your own – Annotate.

2. In Pairs discuss Written Task Prompts in 
handout.



:

The Reconstruction Era

A “Splendid Failure”



Our Pedagogy 


